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Furr-SToMACH WrrPEnNnss

AND THE SusunseN EsrHnrIc

Harold Fromm

These wil<l things, I admit, had little human value until mechanization

assured us of a good breakfast' ' ' ' \t4-ren we see land as a contnlunity

to rvhich we belong, we may begin to use it with love and respect'

There is no other r 'vay for land to survive the impact of mechanized

n1an, nor for us to reap from it the esthetic harvest it is capable' under

sc iencc,  of  contr ibut ing to cul turc '

-AIdo Leopold, frorn the Foreword Lo A Sand Couttty Alnrtnac

I w a : i r t d u c t e c l i l r t o t h e e n v i r o n m c | l t a l m o v c m e n t i r l t h c e a r l y s e v e r t t i e s a s

aresul tofanid iot icmovetoaseenr ingly ic ly l l ic farn-r locatedonlyf i f teen

miles south of the steel mills of Gary, Incliana. ln those days I was not alone

inbe ing innocen to f t he fac t t ha tpo l l u t i c l n t rave led r ro t j us t f i f t eenn r i l es

but f i f teerrhuncl redmi lesandmore. I ]u t theresul t ingtr ightnrare, i l lnesses

both bodilv and p.rsvchological, transformed my life and recruited me into

the ranks of the ecologicaliy committed' I wrote about and waged cam-

paigr-rs against air pollution and the general depredations of corporate

environmental destrr-rction' After an escape to the northwest subtrrbs of

Chicago in North Barrington' I l l inois' I continued my activism' this time

not only rvith regard to industrial pollution but to pesticide spraying for

rnosquitoes, leaf-buming, water contaminartion by run-offs into wells and

aquifers, and sc'r forth. fhe vil lage trustees hirted me' But despite this eco-

logicalcommitment ' Inever ident i f redwi thterror is t types-animal- r ights

fanatics who destroyed laboratories and opened cages on family farms'

ruining multiple l ives in the process, or Earth Firstl types who spikecl trees

climbecl by actual human beings like us' who are maimed for life' I found

Dave Foreman's remark that he would sooner shoot a man than a gtizzly

rather far over the top (though Foreman, like other radicals from the sixties
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